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Message from the President

This year has been a remarkable journey for Navkshitij, filled with growth,
celebrations and inspiring achievements. Together, we have continued the focus
on our mission to rehabilitate persons with intellectual disabilities, providing
them with opportunities to thrive in a nurturing environment.

Throughout the year, we hosted a wide range of activities that engaged our
special friends in meaningful ways. From the annual shopping trip and exciting
sports events to the enriching workshops and educational programmes, every
activity facilitated our community to come together and grow. We celebrated
important events such as World Environment Day, Teacher’s Day and Ganesh
Chaturthi, creating cherished memories for all involved.

This year, we also witnessed the opening of our Talegaon unit, where we’ve
received distinguished guests. The CRE programme and the Parvati Hill Climbing
Competition have made a positive impact on the lives of rehabilitation
professionals and our resident PwIDs. These achievements were made possible
through the unwavering support of our dedicated team, volunteers and partners.

As we move forward, I am excited about the many opportunities that lie ahead.
Together, we will continue to build a brighter future for persons with intellectual
disabilities, 

Thank you to everyone who has been a part of this incredible journey. Your
support and belief in our cause have made all these accomplishments possible.

Dr. Chandrashekhar Desai 
President, Navkshitij



About

To establish a sustainable and

scalable solution for rehabilitation

of intellectually disabled adults

through generating a caring and

compassionate empowered task

force for the same.

Our Mission

Our Vision

 

Training compassionate caregivers

through specialised academic and

practical programmes.

Developing skilled administrators

to establish and run sustainable

care units.

Providing hands-on experience at

our institute and partner

organisations.

Continuously raising caregiving

standards and fostering industry

collaboration.

Navkshitij aims to be a leading training institute for caregivers of intellectually

disabled adults and senior citizens, as well as for administrators managing

such organisations.

We will achieve this by:
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Board of Trustees

Dr. Chandrashekhar Desai
President

Mr. C. E. Potnis
Vice President

Prof. Smita Shetty
Managing Trustee
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Trustee Member

Mr. Anirudha Todkar
Trustee Member
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The Journey of Navkshitij: History & Key Milestones

2003: Began as a daycare centre for Persons with Intellectual Disabilities

(PwIDs), pioneering unique inclusion and development programmes

2006: Inspired by our late founder, Dr. Neelima Desai, organised our first

Himalayan trek, promoting love for adventure and infusing confidence among

PwIDs; successfully led nine treks for PwIDs in the Himalayan region since

2007: Established the Marunji Residential Rehabilitation Centre on unused

government land, with support from trustees, parents, donors and staff

2012: Took our PwIDs on an international trip to Thailand

2015:  Recognition for Dr. Neelima Desai from the Sakal Social Foundation and

Guru Nanak Foundation for her contribution to special education

2018: Excellence Award by Autism Connect & Neuro Gen presented to Dr.

Neelima Desai by Hon. Shri Rajkumar Badole, Minister for Social Justice of

Maharashtra

2023: Opened a new residential unit in Talegaon, accommodating 40 PwIDs,

alongside the 47 residents at the Marunji centre

Recognition & Impact:

Honoured by Suryakant Pawar Foundation as one of 25 outstanding NGOs

Received Vocational Excellence Recognition Award (VERA) from the Rotary

Club of Pune Riverside for excellence in PwID rehabilitation

At Navkshitij, our journey of dedication, compassion and transformation

continues as we strive for excellence in special education and rehabilitation.

History & Key
Milestones

Navkshitij Journey: Milestones in Inclusion and Care
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2003
Navkshitij began as
a daycare centre for
PwlDs

2007
Marunji Residential
Rehabilitation Centre
established

2015
Dr. Desai recognised
for contributions to
special education

2023
New residential unit
opened in Talegaon

2006
First Himalayan trek
organised for PwIDs

2012
First international
trip to Thailand

2018
Excellence Award by
Autism Connect &
Neuro Gen



On August 19, 2023, Navkshitij Talegaon was inaugurated by the chief guest,

Mrs. Shefali Bajaj, who is the chairman of the CSR steering committee of Bajaj

Finserv Ltd. The event was attended by Mr. Kurush Irani, President, CSR, Bajaj

Finserv, Mr. Anil PM, a steering committee member, Ms. Aman Preet Kaur and

other dignitaries. They were given a traditional welcome. After the

inauguration, all the guests, parents and special friends had a tour of the

campus. They visited every section in the unit.

Top Short Stories of the Year
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Inauguration of Navkshitij Talegaon: 
A New Chapter Begins
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In 2024, after a long time, we organised a trip to Kerala, God’s own country. This was a

six-day tour planned for 26 special friends who were accompanied by seven staff

members. Our special friends were on top of the cloud as they flew from Mumbai to

Trivandrum and back from Kochi to Mumbai by Air India. They visited the Kanyakumari

temple and the Swami Vivekananda Rock Memorial located in the sea. They then visited

the Lord Padmanabhaswamy in Trivandrum. Next, they went to Alleppey for a boat

house ride. Alleppey is famous for boat races, beaches, marine products and the coir

industry. They spent almost a day in the boat house, enjoying the delicious local cuisine

served on the boat. Coconut and coconut oil are generously used in this region.  

After a refreshing boat house ride, our Friends went to Munnar, which is surrounded by

rolling hills dotted with tea plantations, and to the Eravikulam National Park, a habitat

for the endangered mountain goat Nilgiri tahr. Our Friends were thrilled to see the

Nilgiri tahr. They also visited the Botanical Garden, Eco Point and the Madhupetti Dam.

It was a splendid experience for our Friends. They came back with great memories.

A Joyful Escape: Annual Trip to Kerala 2024



Navkshitij has been organising the Parvati Hill Climbing Competition since

2009,  on the first Wednesday of February. The Parvati Hill is a significant

landmark in the city of Pune. Every year, more than 300 people with

intellectual disabilities (PwIDs) participate in this event. In 2024, for the

first time, we received tremendous response from Autistic Friends. A

total of 315 PwIDs participated in the 2024 edition. Approximately 50

young volunteers and 25 senior citizens helped us conduct this event.

The event was flagged off by Dr. Chandrashekhar Desai, the president of

Navkshitij. Nitor Infotech Pvt Ltd has been sponsoring this competition.

9

Climbing New Heights: 
Parvati Hill Competition 2024
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Dr. Neelima Desai Karandak is an interschool drama competition initiated in

2008. Formerly known as Natya Mahostav, this contest is hosted by

Navkshitij for PwIDs from other organisations as well as ours. In 2022, our

Natya Mahostav was renamed Dr. Neelima Desai Karandak.  Around 12 to 14

organisations/schools for PwIDs from Pune and other parts of Maharashtra

participate in this event.

Every year, the PwIDs present plays on current issues such as Shrawa Bal,

Com. Govind Pansare & Com. Narendra Dabholkar, Save the Girl Child, Save

Trees Save Life, Gender Equality, Save the Environment, and Anti-Terrorism.

Friends, relatives and well-wishers are invited to watch them perform. Well-

known theatre and film personalities are invited as judges. Since 2012,

Emcure Pharmaceuticals Ltd. has been sponsoring the event.

Dr. Neelima Desai Karandak: 
Interschool Drama Competition for PwIDs



Highlights of the Year

Organised annual shopping
programme for our special
friends

April 2023

May 2023
Hosted a three-day national CRE
programme
Navkshitij Workshop Head Santosh
Munde received a certificate of
appreciation from Dr. Saini (member of
RCI committee) for his tremendous
contribution towards making the CRE
programme a great success

June 2023
Hosted a meeting of the Executive
Council (EC) of Parivaar Sahyadri, the
Apex Council of Parents for Persons
with Intellectual Disabilities; the
attendees were impressed with the
residential facilities at Talegaon
Celebrated World Environment Day
Organised Sports Day for our special
friends, featuring cricket, ball-passing,
musical chairs and many fun games
Celebrated International Yoga Day on
June 21 at both Marunji and Talegaon,
led by Mr. Harishchandra Gadsingh, a
trustee of The Heritage School
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July 2023
Mr. Ashok Naval, the founder of
Bizsolindia Services Pvt. Ltd., felicitated
Dr. Desai and friend Aditi Desai
Students from IIMS, Pune, visited
Marunji

   
Organised a national-level CRE for special

educators on October 27, 28 and 29 at

Balkalyan; attended by about 150 special

educators from across the country

Hosted Dr. Neelima Desai Karandak, the annual

drama competition conducted by Navkshitij for

the past 14 years; judges included Mr. Prakash

Parakhi and Mrs. Sandhya Kulkarni, founders of

Natya Sanskar Academy; chief guest Dr. Satish

Desai, ex-mayor of Pune

 

August 2023
Talegaon unit inaugurated by Mrs.
Shefali Bajaj, chairman of the CSR
steering committee of Bajaj Finserv
Ltd., along with other dignitaries
A team from Navkshitij Talegaon won
the first prize at a singing contest
organised by Lions Club

September 2023
Celebrated Ganesh Chaturthi at both
units
Teacher’s Day celebrated on
September 5
Set off on a trip to Kerala on
September 22

October 2023
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November 2023
Conducted dental check-up by Dr.

Suraj Karwade at Marunji

Navkshitij special friends

participated in the Tata Inclusive

Walkathon

December 2023
Special Friend Kaushik Vaidya received

the first prize in "Balancing a Book"

competition

Bid farewell to interns from IIeBM, who

completed their winter internship

programme at Navkshitij

Organised farewell party on December

30 for Mr. Aniket Pandey from IIT

Jodhpur, who contributed significantly

during his internship

Observed the second death

anniversary of our Founder President,

Dr. Neelima Desai, on December 28,

with a two-minute silence

January 2024
Dr. C. R. Desai and Prof. Smita Shetty

attended a roundtable conference

organised by Bajaj Finserv Ltd. 

Navkshitij participated in a national-level

limited overs cricket tournament organised

by Kamayani.

Volunteers from BMC Software India

celebrated Makar Sankranti at Marunji.

13



 Liaised with Seva Tarang Foundation,

an NGO focused on capacity building

for NGOs, to help establish systems for

HR, finance and donor management

Received an ambulance from POSCO

India Pune Processing Centre Pvt. Ltd.

Sports events at Talegaon conducted

by Mr. Gadshing, Mr. Rameshwar

Fundipalle and Mr. Santosh Munde

February 2024
Organised the 15th edition of the

Parvati Hill Climbing Competition,

with about 300 participants from

twenty schools and institutions for

individuals with intellectual

disabilities. We express our special

thanks to Mrs. Sunita Lele and Mr.

Santosh Munde.

Celebrated our 20th Foundation

Day  at Ganesh Hall, New English

School, Tilak Road, on February 17,

with Mr. Suhas Hiremath as the

chief guest. The attendance was

overwhelming.

March 2024
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Sustainability Initiatives:

Organisational Growth & Development
Strategy

Growth &
Development

Security
Enhancements

Management

Vocational
Training

Skill Building
Workshops

Solar Energy
Implementation of
solar power systems
at two locations: 17 KV
at Marunji, 20 KV at
Asawali

Biogas Plant
Utilisation of

biogas for
cooking at

Marunji
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Centres: Expansion

Signature Events of Navkshitij
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Annual Events & Activities

Extended annual trip
within India for

exploration

without family support
Short trips for individuals

Seven treks in the year
Organised treks to
promote physical activity
and  engagement with
nature

Quarterly
Gatherings
Regular gatherings to
foster community and
social interaction

Outdoor Activities for PwIDs

Community Integration Activities
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Regular visits for sports,
swimming and training

Weekly Visits

sessions

Cricket Matches
Organised cricket

matches for persons
with disabilities

Cultural & Sports
Competitions

Events encouraging
participation in cultural
and athletic activities

Festival
Celebrations
Events that bring together staff
and families in joyous
celebrations

Dance & Singing
Classes
Regular classes to
promote artistic
expression and physical
activity



Overview:
Our digital marketing efforts have strengthened our online presence,
driving engagement across multiple platforms.

Digital Marketing Growth

Conclusion:
These numbers highlight our progress in audience engagement and
content effectiveness. With continued strategy and innovation, we are
aiming for sustained digital growth.

(FY 2023-24)
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Twitter
Digital Marketing

Growth
Strengthened online

presence, driving multi-
platform engagement

Website Traffic
638 monthly visitors indicate
growing website traffic

Instagram
Instagram reach of 238, with
92 followers

Facebook
Facebook 480 reach and
1,730 followers

Twitter reach of 228,
enhancing brand visibility

Pinterest
Pinterest reach of 493,
boosting visual engagement

LinkedIn
LinkedIn reach of 451,
strengthening professional
connections

YouTube
YouTube with 45 subscribers
and 82 views

Google Grants
Google Grants generating 26
clicks, increasing visibility



 Future Goals

Internship Programmes
Institutions Collaborating with Navkshitij

Strategic Initiatives for Growth
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SCMHRD
16 students

IIEBM
20 students

UPES,
Dehradun
8 students

IIT Jodhpur
1 student

COEP
2 students

Indira Institute
20 students

Karve Institute
4 students

Expanding infrastructure and
programmes

Strengthening partnerships
with corporates and donors

Enhancing employment
opportunities for PwlDs

Improving efficiency through
digital tools



MNGL1.
MITER India2.
TCS3.
BYK4.
Trumpf5.
Embassy6.
Volkswagen7.
Grind Master8.
Finolex9.
Tata Motors10.

11 Deloitte
12. Hexaware
13. Accenture
14. Delval
15. Trimurti Fabricators
16. Mukul Madhav Foundation 
17. City Group
18. Infosys
19. Cognizant
20. Multiversity

Corporate Partnerships
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Press Coverage
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Press Coverage

21



Press Coverage
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The year 2023–24 has been a testament to the power of compassion, dedication and collective effort.
With the inauguration of our Talegaon Unit and the continued success of our programmes, we are
moving closer to our vision of an inclusive and empowered world for individuals with intellectual
disabilities.

Our journey does not end here. With your unwavering support, we will continue to innovate, expand
and strengthen our initiatives. Together, we can build a future where every individual is valued,
nurtured and given the opportunity to thrive.

Thank you for being a part of our story. Let’s keep making a difference—one step at a time!

With gratitude and hope,
Team Navkshitij

FOR MORE INFORMATION

+91 72497 16822

www.navkshitij.org

Marunji Village, Hinjawadi, Marunji, Pimpri-

Chinchwad, Maharashtra 411033, India
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